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THANK YOU!

DIRECTOR’S NOTE

Theatre 308 thanks all the theater supporters
that help make our productions possible.

Good evening and welcome to Dracula. I want
to begin by thanking four of my colleagues: Lee
Strecker, Chris Andrade, Alex Speiser and Jennifer
Chirles who worked so diligently to make this
production possible. I am truly grateful for your time
and commitment to the show. Also, a special thank
you to Jaclyn Sammis and Katie Stuart for their artistic
contributions. Secondly, I want acknowledge the
outstanding cast and crew of Dracula. Throughout
the entire process, I was continually amazed at the
level of talent, creativity, seriousness and passion
these young people displayed. I’ve worked with
young theatre students in a variety of settings and I
must say that our Theatre 308 students are among
the best I’ve ever known. Finally, I want to express
my sincere appreciation for Nancy Herman. It has
been an honor working with such a consummate
theatre professional. Thank you for your advice and
counsel throughout this process.

Angels:

The Turner Family
The Elliott Family
The Bidell Family
The Leinroth Family
Ginger and Howard Morgan

Benefactors:

Stacie and Edward Nicholls
The Condren Family
The Thalhamer Family

Supporters:

Jenny and Jim Murphy

Patrons:

The Winsch Family
Chad and Melissa Graves

If you wish to donate to 308, please contact Mrs.
Jennifer Chirles, Theatre 308 Business Manager
( jchirles@darienps.org)

Theatre 308 thanks the following
for their very special support:

Now sit back and try to relax for what promises
to be a night you will never forget… pleasant dreams.

Mrs. SusanAlex
Elliott
Herman
SpeisererStage Manager

Mrs. Sonya Couloucoundis
Jaclyn Sammis and her Periods 2 and 8 classes
Katie Stuart
Ivan Crowther
Sean Otterspoor
Theatre 308 Parents
The DHS administrative team
The DHS custodial staff

Gabriel Morrow
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Gabriel Morrow (Director)
Gabriel Morrow is delighted to be making his directorial debut at
Darien High School. Mr. Morrow is in his second year of teaching at
Darien. Prior to coming to DHS, he taught for five years at a Bronx
high school. Before becoming a teacher, Mr. Morrow worked several
years as a professional actor in regional theater. He was a resident
company member with Stage One in Louisville, KY and performed at
the famous Barter Theater in Virginia. In addition to performing, Mr.
Morrow taught acting and directed productions for various teen
theater conservatories. He still performs on stage in local theater
and was most recently seen in the Ridgefield Theater Barn’s
production of Seascape with Sharks and Dancer. Love to his wife
Jennifer and daughters, Claire and Lydia.

Alexander Speiser (Production Manager)
Alex is glad to return to Theatre 308 in his seventh year as an
English teacher at Darien High School. In that time, he’s worked
on many Theatre 308 and Musical Theatre Workshop
productions. During high school, Mr. Speiser spent three years
auditioning unsuccessfully for acting roles only to discover the
joys of working backstage as a senior. In college, he went on to
work as lighting designer, technical director, and producer for
the Rice Players. Alex thanks his lovely wife for her endless
support.

Nancy A. Herman (Producer)
Ms. Herman is delighted to welcome new Director, Gabe Morrow,
and new Business Manager Jen Chirles into the 308 family, and she
sends love and best wishes for a great show to Mr. Morrow and the
entire cast and crew of Dracula. She has been teaching English and
Theatre and has been the Director and Advisor of Theatre 308 since
1980. During that time she has directed over 50 student productions;
served as President and Vice-President of the Connecticut Drama
Association; directed and served on the Board of Directors for the
Eastbound Theatre in Milford, Ct.; directed Darien's summer school
theatre program (MTW); created and organized a DHS Theatre 308/
Russian Student Theatre Exchange Program, and been involved with
numerous other professional organizations and initiatives related to
theatre and education. She has been the recipient of the CEMA/SIRS
Award for Intellectual Freedom, the National Outstanding Teacher
Award, and the Connecticut Arts Administrators Association Award
for Outstanding Contributions in Arts Advocacy. When she’s not at
work in Darien, Ms. Herman enjoys sailing, tennis, and time relaxing
with her family.
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Jennifer Chirles (Business Manager)
Jennifer Chirles is extremely excited to be a part of this
production, in her new role as Business Manager. She was
previously the assistant director of the fall drama, Inherit the
Wind and stage manager of Beauty and the Beast. Before
coming to Darien, she taught in Levittown, NY and directed All I
Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten, and The Man
Who Came to Dinner. She has also been involved in community
theater since 2002 as an actor, prop mistress, lighting assistant,
set painter, stage manager and assistant producer. Her favorite
stage role was as Florence in The Odd Couple (Female Version).
She is thoroughly enjoying her work with the talented students
of Theatre 308. Thank you to the cast, crew, and staff for all of
their hard work to put on such a fantastic show!
Lee Strecker (Master Carpenter)
Lee Strecker is a technology teacher and Department head at
DHS. In the past thirty years, he has done set construction for
both the middle school and high school productions. Lee’s love
for building and design is also practiced through his
construction business. The new production facilities were a
catalyst for Streck to go back to school and he is presently taking
theater production courses in order to bring new design and
construction techniques to our stage.
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Kristina Lew (Stage Manager)
Kristina is positively euphoric to be the Stage Manager for Theatre 308’s
fall production of Dracula after being the Assistant Stage Manager for
Director/Producer Production Manager
last spring’s musical, Beauty and the Beast. Kristina is a senior at DHS
and has
been an
participant in stageAlex
crew since
her freshman year.
Nancy
A.avidHerman
Speiser
She has worked on the sets of the past productions of Dead Man
Walking, Les Misérables, The Curious Savage, Fiddler on the Roof,
Inherit
the Wind,Carpenter
and Beauty and Business
the Beast. Kristina
would like to thank
Manager
Master
the faculty and students who have put in so much time and effort for this
Strecker
Michael
O’Brienwhy she spends more
showLee
and, of
course, her family
for understanding
time at school than at home. Enjoy the show!

Ben Stockman (Lighting Designer)
Ben is exultant to be a part of this production of Dracula. Ben has
worked on building sets for many past 308 productions including
Beauty and the Beast, Inherit the Wind, Fiddler on the Roof, The
Curious Savage, Les Miserables and Dead Man Walking. In
addition to building sets, Ben has worked on lighting for all of these
shows and has run the lights for the productions of The Curious
Savage and Inherit the Wind. Ben is a senior at DHS and would
like to thank Mr. Strecker, Mr. Speiser, Dennis, and Ms. Herman
for their guidance. Ben would also like to thank all his fellow
Techies and Actors for always being productive and welcoming.
Break a leg ever everyone!

LLSON & FRANKLIN LACEY

Caroline
Schau
(Running Crew Head)
Lighting Design
Stage
Manager
Caroline is fired up for this year's production of Dracula. This is her
Kristen
SchauofDennis
Tully
fourth
year as a member
the set crew,
and she is delighted to be
Theatre 308's business manager. Good luck to the cast and crew, and a
special thanks to Mr. Strecker for his years of guidance and motivation.
HaveSet
fun everyone!
please don't scare me too much....
DesignAndOrchestra

Sammis
Juli Jaclyn
Flynn (Set
Designer)Whinnem
Juli Flynn is a senior at Darien High School. She is thrilled to be
designing the set for Theatre 308’s production of Dracula after having
helped design the sets for last spring’s Beauty and the Beast. She also
has been seen as a performer in Les Miserables (ensemble), Wizard of
Oz (Aunti Em), Damn Yankees (Ms. Weston), Annie Get Your Gun (Mrs.
Shuler Adams), Grease (Dude), Peter Pan (Pirate), and many others.
Also at DHS, she is a member of the Fuel Cell Car project. She wants to
thank her parents for their support, her sister Erika for making her be a
part of 308 as a freshman, Mr. Strecker for his support, and her friends
for making this experience so amazing!
Brooke Davis (Sound Designer)
Brooke is delighted to be working on yet another great Theatre 308
show. Brooke is a senior and has participated in all the 308 shows since
her freshmen year including Les Miserables, The Curious Savage, and
Beauty and the Beast. In addition to being set head and head of sound,
in the past Brooke has also done set design, lighting crew, and running
crew. She would like to thank all of the other techies for their hard work
and commitment. She would also like to thank Streck for all his help and
guidance.

Dylan Gabriel (Robert Renfield)
Dylan is on tenterhooks to be playing Renfield in this production of
Dracula. Some highlights of his theatre résumé are Seussical
(Wickersham #3), Peter Pan (John), High School Musical 2 (Ryan),
and The Music Man (Marcellus). A little quip about Dylan is that he
enjoys eating food all day and is almost certain that he is distantly
related to unicorns.
Mary Elliott (A Monster)
Mary Elliott is exuberant to be playing The Monster! She is a senior
this year and has been in 308 since her freshman year. Past Theatre
308 credits include: Beauty and the Beast (Silly Girl), Inherit the
Wind (Mrs. Krebbs), Fiddler on the Roof (Hodel), and Les
Miserables (Girl #2). She likes brownie batter and music. Mary
intends to major in Music-Vocal Performance and Political Science/
History in college.
Nicole Gutierrez (Mina Grant)
Nicole Gutierrez is thrilled to be playing the part of Mina Grant in
308’s production of Dracula! Nicole has been involved with every
308 production since her freshman year. She has performed in Les
Miserables, Fiddler on the Roof, Inherit the Wind, and Beauty and
the Beast; and has been on set crew for Dead Man Walking and
Curious Savage. She has also played the roles of Grace Farrell and
Gabriella Montez in MTW’s productions of Annie and High School
Musical. Nicole would like to thank her family, the wonderful 308
advisors, and the cast and crew of Dracula for giving her an
amazing experience that she will never forget. Break a leg everyone!
Now sit back, relax, and sink your teeth into what’s about to appear
before you… if you dare.
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Abby Leinroth (Margaret Sullivan)
Abby is over the moon to be a part of this year’s production of Dracula.
This is Abby’s fourth Theatre 308 drama, and her seventh 308 show.
Director/Producer Production Manager
Abby is a senior at DHS and is President of Theatre 308. You may have
seenNancy
her previously
as Babette in BeautyAlex
and theSpeiser
Beast, Ms. Bannister in
A. Herman
Inherit the Wind, Ms. Willie in The Curious Savage, Hope Percy in Dead
Man Walking, and women in both Les Miserables and Fiddler on the
Roof.Master
Abby would
like to thank everyone
who made
this show possible.
Business
Manager
Carpenter
Break a leg everyone!

Emily Elliott (Lucy Westphal)
Emily Elliott is electrified to be playing the part of Lucy Westphal in
this year's production of Dracula. A senior, this will be her fourth
and, sadly, her final year participating in the Theatre 308 shows.
Past shows include Damn Yankees (Ensemble), The Wizard of Oz
(The Wicked Witch of the West), Annie (Ensemble/Boleyn Sister),
High School Musical (Ensemble), Peter Pan (Ensemble), Les
Miserables (Ensemble), Fiddler on the Roof (Ensemble), Inherit the
Wind (Harriet Y. Esterbrook), and Beauty and the Beast (Belle).
She would like to thank her family for all of their support as well as
Mr. Gabe Morrow, Jeremy Leiner, Ethan Matthews, and, of course,
the amazing cast and crew. Break a leg, everyone!
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Lee Strecker Michael O’Brien

Reed Morgan (Abram Van Helsing)
Reed is sanguinely whetted for Theatre 308's production of Dracula, in
which
he shallManager
play the role of Abram VanLighting
Helsing. He Design
has previously
Stage
been sighted on stage in productions of The Curious Savage, Fiddler on
Kristen
Tully
the Roof,
InheritSchau
the Wind,Dennis
and Beauty
and the Beast. As well as acting,
Reed enjoys singing with the Tudor Singers, running cross country and
track, debating, studying the archaeology of Mycenaean Messenia, and
practicing
Enochian incantations
to ward off evil spirits. To the cast and
Orchestra
Set Design
crew of Dracula: break a leg. Also, a special thanks to director Gabriel
Jaclyn
Whinnem
Morrow,
whoseSammis
debut directing
in Darien has been a fabulous experience
for all involved. Enjoy the show!
Kevin Koenitzer (Dr. Thomas Seward)
Kevin is absolutely gung-ho to be playing the role of Dr. Seward in this
year's production of Dracula. Kevin is a senior at DHS and a long-term
member of Theater 308. Past productions include Fiddler on the Roof,
Les Miserables, Dead Man Walking, Bye Bye Birdie, and many others.
Special thanks to Mr. Morrow and everyone else who helped make his
vision a reality. BREAK A LEG EVERYONE!
E.J. Couloucoundis (Count Dracula)
EJ Couloucoundis has been a mailman, a jock, a fool, a king, and now a
vampire. He's also almost been a Farmer, but blame Subway for that. He
would like to thank his fellow cast members, as well as Mr. Morrow and
Kristina for putting up with his shenanigans.
Max Kenyon (Norbert Briggs)
Max is proud to be playing the role of Norbert Briggs in this year’s
rendition of Dracula. Max would like to thank all supporters of the show
and Mr. Morrow for everything that he has done. Thank you.

Addison Thalhamer (Jonathan Harker)
Addison has had a wonderful experience with the show, and is more
than thrilled to be playing the role of Jonathan. He has previously
been involved with 308 in the past years as the dancing golden
spoon / villager in Beauty and the Beast, George Sillers in Inherit
the Wind, and has also participated in student productions as Alex
in Heaven and Hades and Soldier in Thucydides. He has backstage
technological experience from working with set crew and running
crew on Fiddler on the Roof and MTW’s High School Musical 2,
and ran sound for MTW’s The Music Man Junior. Addison cannot
wait to experience the finished product of what will be an amazing
performance of Dracula, and entreats the audience to relax and
enjoy!
Hannah Caldwell (A Bride)
Hannah is ecstatic to be a part of 308’s production of Dracula! This
is her fourth and final year as a member of Theatre 308 and she is
honored to hold the position of Vice President. She has been a part,
either on or off stage, of every 308 production while at DHS. She
would like to thank her wonderful cast for working so hard to put
on this stunning show. She would also like to thank the amazing
faculty who put so many hours onto the production, especially Mr.
Morrow, the show’s fearless director. Now sit back and enjoy the
show!
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Lily Saffa (A Bride)
Lily is ecstatic to be a Vampire Bride in this year’s drama of Dracula. You
may have previously seen her in Theatre 308 productions of Fiddler on
Director/Producer Production Manager
the Roof, Inherit the Wind, or Beauty and the Beast. She would like to
thank
Mr. Morrow
and Ms. Herman for Alex
all theirSpeiser
hard work in making this
Nancy
A. Herman
show a success, and the wonderful cast and crew for making this an
amazing experience that she will never forget. Now sit back, relax, and
prepare
to cowerCarpenter
in terror...
Business Manager
Master

Strecker
KatyLee
Murphy
(A Bride)Michael O’Brien
Katy is positively elated to be cast as a Vampire Bride in this year’s
drama, Dracula. You may have seen her last year as Ms. Teevee in Willy
Wonka
and the
Chocolate Factory, or in Lighting
Seussical as a Design
Jungle Creature.
Stage
Manager
This is her first year involved in Theatre 308 and she has had a marvelous
Schau
Dennis
Tully
time!Kristen
She’d like to
thank Mr.
Morrow and
Ms. Herman for helping the
show go so smoothly. She hopes you enjoy watching it as much as she has
had performing in it!
Set Design Orchestra

Morgan Peters (A Bride)
Jaclyn
Sammis
Whinnem
Morgan
is exuberant
to be playing
the role of a Vampire Bride. Dracula is
her first show at DHS, and she’s had a fantastic time. Her past
performances include You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown, Seussical,
Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory and numerous shows through
Crystal Theater. Beyond theater, she enjoys writing, sailing, and a good
cup of coffee. She would like to thank Mr. Morrow, Ms. Herman, and the
amazing cast and crew for putting on such an incredible show. She would
also like to extend her extreme gratitude to her family and friends for
their consistent support and encouragement.
Zoe Spencer (A Child)
Zoe is in 6th grade at Middlesex Middle School. She is honored to be
invited to perform the child roll in this production. Past performances
include: The Wizard of Oz (Glinda, the Good Witch) with the MTW for
Juniors, High School Musical 2 (Skater) and The Music Man (River City
Townsperson) both with Musical Theatre Workshop. Zoe has taken
several drama, improv and theatrical lessons at Curtain Call and with the
Darien Arts Center and she is currently involved with a production called
Unhappily Ever After (Rumpelstiltskin) at the DAC. Zoe has also been in
many dance revues with the Walter Schalk School of Dance. She enjoys
art, singing, tennis, skiing, field hockey and traveling.

dhsTheatre308.wordpress.com

Yay Mary! Break a leg!
We love you and are incredibly proud
of you!
Momma, Dad, Cee, Annie,
Sadie and Ellie

Celebrating the
Monster in us all!

Way to go Emily!
Watch out for that last bite!
It might just kill you….

We are proud of you!
We love you,
Momma, Dad, Cee, Annie,
Sadie and Ellie

