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Theatre 308 thanks the following
for their very special support:

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
What a joy it has been to work with this energetic,
talented, and dedicated group of students on a production
of West Side Story! This brilliant and most challenging
material has raised the bar for all of us, and the student
actors, technicians, and crew-members have worked
enthusiastically and tirelessly to meet those challenges.
Sometimes–at the end of a long and grueling rehearsal–I
find myself sitting at the back of the auditorium and
watching in awe at the stage filled with acting, singing and
dancing on a massive and intricate set… and all of it done
by kids! Extraordinary. But let me not forget to
acknowledge the equally extraordinary 3o8 adult creative
team: the choreographers, vocal and orchestra directors,
master carpenters, technical and business advisors, all of
whom collaborate in service of helping the students learn
the many things there are to learn from a theatrical
endeavor of this scope. So thank you to Katie and Chris;
to Lauren and Jon; to Lee and Rich and Alex and Jen; to
the 308 parents, and of course to my own family for
supporting and sustaining me. And to our audience thank you for coming and I hope you enjoy the show!

Mrs. SusanAlex
Elliott
Herman
SpeisererStage Manager
Rich Reynolds
Mrs. Denise Cara
Theatre 308 Parents
The DHS administrative team
The DHS custodial staff

Much love,

Nancy

DRAMATURGE’S NOTE
West Side Story first captured the hearts of the
American public when the Winter Garden Theatre opened its
doors on September 26, 1957, and it has remained dazzling
ever since. This modern musical adaptation of Shakespeare’s
Romeo and Juliet was written by composer Leonard
Bernstein, librettist Arthur Laurents, and lyricist Stephen
Sondheim, and directed and choreographed by Jerome
Robbins. The 1957 Broadway version and 1958 West End
London Production both boasted over 1,000 performances.
Just four years later, Jerome Robbins and Robert Wise
directed a film version of the musical, which won the 1961
Academy Award for Best Picture. West Side Story returned to
the Broadway stage in 1980 under the direction of Robbins for
another 333 performances, and then again in 2009 under
director Arthur Laurents, whose incorporation of the Spanish
language into his original lyrics helped sell over one million
tickets during its two-year run.
Theatre 308 has a history of its own with West Side

Herman
Alexfirst
SpeisererStage
Manager
Story.
Nancy Herman
directed this musical
at Darien
High School in 1992. The following summer, Theatre 308 (35
students and 4 adults) traveled with the show to Moscow and
St. Petersburg, Russia as the second leg of a theatre exchange
program forged by Ms. Herman and Russian high school
theatrical director Sergei Kazarnovsky. Kazarnovsky’s

students had performed a dance interpretation of Romeo and
Juliet at DHS the previous year, and in return 308 brought
them its American interpretation of this tragic tale of two starcrossed lovers who are held hostage by their own cultural
spheres and intense societal pressures.
Tonight’s performance of West Side Story is the
culmination of a collaboration among directors,
choreographers, musicians, designers, builders and performers,
and it is a show that is both daunting and delightful in the
breadth of its demands from every aspect of the creative team.
The rivalry which sits at the heart of the story reflects the
insidious and destructive ways that prejudice and intolerance
and fear can divide and alienate us. But in the words of Director
Nancy Herman in her Director’s note from the l992 Theatre
308 production, “Art, and the artistic process which is its heart,
offer to us an antidote by providing a mirror to reflect back to
ourselves our own weaknesses and flaws, and the necessity to
confront and rise above them.”
Whether it is performed in 16th century England or 21st
century Darien, the heart of West Side Story cannot be
forgotten.

Best Regards,

Amanda Hutter
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Nancy A. Herman (Director/Producer)
Ms. Herman has a BFA in Acting from the University of Connecticut
and an MA in Educational Theatre from NYU. She has been
teaching English and Theatre Arts for 35 years and has been the
Director and Advisor of Theatre 308 since 1980. During that time
she has directed over 50 student productions; served as President
and Vice-President of the Connecticut Drama Association; directed
and served on the Board of Directors for the Eastbound Theatre in
Milford, Ct.; directed Darien's summer school theatre program
(MTW); created and organized a DHS Theatre 308/Russian Student
Theatre Exchange Program, and been involved with numerous
other professional organizations and initiatives related to theatre
and education. She has been the recipient of the CEMA/SIRS Award
for Intellectual Freedom and the National Outstanding Teacher
Award, as well as the 2010 Connecticut Arts Administrators
Association Award for Outstanding Contributions in Arts Advocacy.

Jennifer Chirles (Business Manager)
Jennifer Chirles is extremely excited to be a part of this production
of West Side Story. She was previously the assistant director of the
fall drama, Inherit the Wind and stage manager of Beauty and the
Beast. Before coming to Darien, she taught in Levittown, NY and
directed All I Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten,
and The Man Who Came to Dinner. She has also been involved in
community theater since 2002 as an actor, prop mistress, lighting
assistant, set painter, stage manager and assistant producer,
favorite stage role was as Florence in The Odd Couple (Female
Version). She is thoroughly enjoying her work with the talented
students of Theatre 308. Thank you to the cast, crew, and staff for
all of their hard work to put on such a fantastic show!

Lee Strecker (Master Carpenter)
Lee Strecker is a technology teacher and Department head at
DHS. In the past thirty years, he has done set construction for both
the middle school and high school productions. Lee’s love for
building and design is also practiced through his construction
business. The new production facilities were a catalyst for Streck to
go back to school and he is presently taking theater production
courses in order to bring new design and construction techniques to
our stage.
Alexander Speiser (Production Manager)
Alex is glad to return to Theatre 308 in his seventh year as an
English teacher at Darien High School. In that time, he’s worked on
many Theatre 308 and Musical Theatre Workshop productions.
During high school, Mr. Speiser spent three years auditioning
unsuccessfully for acting roles only to discover the joys of working
backstage
ILLSON as a senior. In college, he went on to work as lighting
designer,
technical director,
and
producer for
the Rice Players. Alex
Story by MEREDITH
WILLSON
& FRANKLIN
LACEY
thanks his lovely wife for her endless support. They are expecting a
baby girl, their first child, in June.

Chris Andrade (Music Director)

Having played the role of “Baby John” in college sometime back in the
last century, Mr. Andrade is thrilled to be revisiting West Side Story,
this time as vocal director. Mr. Andrade has served as vocal director
for six previous Theatre 308 musicals and as a technical consultant
for several productions. In addition to teaching the choral and music
technology classes at DHS, Mr. Andrade directs the Coastal
Chordsmen men’s barbershop chorus and is director of music at Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church in Trumbull. Mr. Andrade congratulates and
thanks this exceptionally talented cast, crew and production team,
and thanks his family for their patience through the relentless
rehearsal season!

Jonathan Grauer (Orchestra Conductor)
Jonathan Grauer is in his second year at Darien High School. He
has conducted nine musicals in his career including Beauty and
the Beast in 2009 and 2011. He has been teaching for twelve years
in Connecticut including eight years in New Milford and two years
in Derby. His bands have performed all throughout the country
receiving excellent and superior ratings on a consistent basis. He
has enjoyed working with the DHS Pit Orchestra and looks
forward to an incredible show.
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Kathryn Mulcahey (Choreographer)
Kathryn Mulcahey, professional dancer, represented by Clear Talent
Group
in New York City, is thrilled
to be Theatre 308’s
choreographer
Director/Producer
Production
Manager
for this seasons production of West Side Story. Some of her recent
Nancy
Herman
Alex
Speiser
credits
includeA.
backup
dancing for Nicki
Minaj,
Kanye West, Katy
Perry, The Lonely Island, and Emma Stone, acting in a recurring role as
a Ziegfeld dancer in HBO’s “Boardwalk Empire,” performing live for
Master
Carpenter
Business
Victoria’s
Secret,
Target, AT&T, and
the filmingManager
of two online
commercials for Nintendo Wii. As an iconic dance show, West Side
Lee Strecker Michael O’Brien
Story has demanded much hard work and dedication from the studentactors. Katie is proud to have witnessed each individual rise to the
occasion and feels most rewarded by working with this creative and
Stage
Lighting Design
driven
family,Manager
Theatre 308.

Kyle Marion (Officer Krupke)
Kyle Marian is a teachers' aide and coach at Darien High School.
He has been totally amazed by the abilities of our students here
at DHS. This is his first time being involved with Theatre 308,
and he is blown away. The time and effort put into this
production is incredible, however, not once has it felt like a "job"
or a "chore". It has been kept fun and upbeat. The talents of
some of actors/actresses are really special. It has been an honor
for him to be able to get an up close and behind the scenes look
at how West Side Story really is: the emotion, the drama, the
intensity, it is truly something to admire. He feels privileged to
have been a part of the process and wants to wish the rest of his
cast mates the best of luck. It has been a pleasure working with
them.

LLSON & FRANKLIN LACEY

Kristen Schau Dennis Tully

Lauren DiStefano (Assistant Choreographer)
Lauren Di Stefano is in her second year of teaching mathematics at
Darien
School. She
is extremely excited to be part of the
SetHigh
Design
Orchestra
production of West Side Story. She has participated in musicals
Jaclyn
Sammis
including
Children
of Eden,Whinnem
The Mikado, Cinderella, and Pippin,
partook in the choreography of Beauty and the Beast, and is very
excited to be involved in the choreography of West Side Story. Theater
308 has been a fantastic experience. Thanks to everyone who has
helped to make this show possible.
With all the hard work, the magic of the show came to life.
Bruce Clarke (Doc)
Bruce, aka Mr. Clarke, (or Clarke Windu to the Debate Team) has been
entertained by Theatre 308 performances for the sixteen years he has
taught history and philosophy at DHS. To be on the other side of the
308 curtain is a rare privilege that is both amazing and scary. He has
played Theodore Roosevelt, Brutus, Peter the Great, Abraham Lincoln,
James Guthrie (his early American ancestor), a Civil War soldier, a
49er and others in his classroom. To work with the talent in this show is
a humbling experience. Elated he is in West Side Story to be.

Gabriel Morrow (Lieutenant Shrank)
Mr. Morrow is delighted to be sharing the stage with the
amazing Theatre 308 students. He had the honor of directing
the fall production of Dracula, and is grateful to Nancy Herman
for the opportunity to appear in West Side Story. When not
teaching at DHS, Mr. Morrow can be seen performing at various
local theaters. Recently, he appeared in The Laramie Project at
The Bridgeport Theatre Company.
Dennis Cummings (Gladhand)
Dennis Cummings is excited to join this gripping docudrama on
inner-city violence. As a DHS Alumni and former member of
Theater 308, he had the privilege of playing Fredrick Fellows in
Noises Off and the role of Mr. Putnam in The Crucible. In his
spare time, he dabbles in his hobby of teaching Social Studies.
He would thank family, friends, and faculty for their support,
especially his soon to be wife Danielle, without whom, he would
pretty much be unable to function.

Biographies
Kristina Lew (Stage Manager)
Kristina is euphoric to return as the Stage Manager for West Side Story.
She is a senior and is proud to brag that she has been a techie in the eight
Theatre 308 productions since her freshman year. Kristina expresses the
deepest thanks to everyone who has dedicated blood, sweat, and tears into
this musical and to everyone she has met along the way. It’s been a great
four years.
Amanda Hutter (Director’s Assistant; Dramaturge)
Amanda has enjoyed roaming the halls of Theatre 308 these past four years
both onstage and behind the scenes. You may recall her as a dancing plate
in Beauty and the Beast or as a tombstone-mover in Dracula. In her spare
time, she sings with Tudors, dances at the DAC, and bakes a lot of cookies.
She’d like to thank Ms. Herman, her 308 family, her real family, and the
academy.
Brooke Davis (Set Head; Sound Engineer)
Brooke is elated to be working on her final Theatre 308 show. Brooke is a
senior and has participated in all the 308 shows since her freshmen year
including Les Miserables and Beauty and the Beast. She would like to
thank her family for all of their support over the last four years. She would
also like to thank Streck for all his help and guidance.
Juli Flynn (Set Head; Set Designer)
Juli is thrilled to be working on her final production with Theatre 308. She
has designed the sets for Dracula and Beauty and the Beast, along with
acting in many productions like Annie Get Your Gun at Stagedoor Manor
and Les Miserables here at DHS. She would like to thank her family
(especially her sister Erika) for all their support, and her friends for making
her 308 experience so memorable.
Justin Lee (Set Head)
Justin Lee is part of stage crew for this year’s musical production. He has
been involved with Dracula and Beauty and the Beast as well. His
involvement has been quite entertaining building sets and he is very
appreciative of being able to be a part of this wonderful program. In his
spare time, he volunteers at Person-to-Person and works on the Fuel Cell
Car at DHS.
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Caroline Schau (Set Head)
Caroline has gotten a kick out of being a part of this year's production of
West Side Story. She is a senior at Darien High School, and has been a part
of Theater 308 set crew since her freshman year. Caroline is ever so proud
of her fellow techies and actors for their immense hard work and
dedication. Congratulations to all! Have a fabulous show!
Ben Stockman (Set Head; Lighting Engineer)
Ben is psyched to be part of Theater 308's production of West Side Story.
He is a senior at Darien High School and has been participating in Theatre
308 since his freshman year. This is his eighth and final show at DHS. He is
part of the set crew, and this year is in charge of lighting operation for this
years shows. Ben has run the lights for previous shows like Dracula,
Curious Savage, and Inherit the Wind. Ben is very thankful for his
guidance in theater from working with Leon Strecker and Dennis Tully.
Enjoy the show!
Charlie Baird (A-Rab)
Charlie is thrilled to be playing A-Rab in DHS's production of West Side
Story. Charlie's previous roles include the Tin Man in Wizard of Oz,
Frederick in Pirates of Penzance, Daddy Warbucks in Annie, and most
recently a student in DHS's Les Mis. Charlie thanks Mrs. Herman, Mr.
Andrade, Mr. Grauer, Katie Mulcahey, Ms. DiStefano, the fabulous crew,
and his incredible cast-mates for making this an unbelievable production.
Sam Bryant (Chino)
Sam Bryant is pumped to play the role of Chino in 308’s production of
West Side Story. He thanks his family and friends for their support and
special thanks his big sis Lily for her relentless encouragement to audition.
He is also single, so you know, and usually does not wear his hair slicked
back. Also, he’s available for odd-jobs this summer (yard work, babysitting,
driver, etc.). Thanks!
Hannah Caldwell (Anita)
Hannah is honored to be playing the part of Anita in 308’s production of
West Side Story. She would like to thank her amazing friends and family
and cats for always supporting her. She would also like to thank the
wonderful cast and crew, teachers and students alike, that made this show
possible. Besides acting, singing and dancing Hannah enjoys smiling,
laughing, ice cream and friendship. Enjoy the show!
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Jessica Campbell (Jet Girl)
Jessica is so very delighted to be a part of the wonderful cast of West Side
Story! Before this, you might have seen her in productions at Middlesex
Middle School. Along with participating in musical theatre, Jessica dances
and instructs at the Walter Schalk School of Dance. She hopes that
everyone enjoys this amazing show and thanks her family and friends for
their constant support.
Francesca Cara (Jet Girl)
Francesca Cara has been studying dance since the age of four. She has
performed Sleeping Beauty with the Connecticut Ballet. She has also been
in productions of Coppelia and The Nutcracker. Francesca has been in
several of Nancy Herman's productions such as Peter Pan, Beauty and the
Beast, and High School Musical; in the production of Annie she
participated in stage crew. Francesca has spent the last four summers and
Interlochen Fine Arts camp, and highly recommends it.
Hannah Dehlin (Shark Girl)
Hannah has loved acting ever since she was a little girl. She enjoys anything
to do with acting and public speaking. She has been in various plays
including Hale Centre Theatre’s production of The Miracle Worker where
she played Helen Keller. She is excited to be in West Side Story this year
and thanks her family for support.
Andrew Eddie (Juano)
This is Andrew's first year performing in a 308 production. He acted for a
couple years as minor characters in the Brit Group’s annual Pantomine. As
well as acting, Andrew performs with his band Stealing Free Samples,
which he has been in for several years. He loves participating in this show
and everyone in it and hopes to continue into his senior. Hope you enjoy
the show!
Edward Edwards (Mouthpiece)
Edward is ecstatic to be in his first Darien High School musical. He has
performed in over 20 productions, most recently as Harold Hill in the
Music Man, Willy Wonka in Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory, and
Horton in Seussical. Edwards would like to thank his parents, Ms. Herman,
Mr. Andrade, and the cast and crew for all of their support.
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Florian Eenkema van Dijk (Gee-Tar)

Florian is freshman at DHS and very excited to be in 308’s West Side
Story. He may be a freshman but this is not his first 308 performance,
he played Winthrop in the Music Man four years ago. Florian has also
played the Grinch and the Candy Man in the middle school plays as well
as taken voice lessons for 4 years. He will be in Tudors next year, loves
to sail, and looks forward to multiple 308 performances. Florian would
like to thank his parents, Mrs. Amyotte, Nancy, Katie, Mr. Andrade, and
the entire cast.
Emily Elliott (Shark Girl)
Emily Elliott is thrilled to be in this year’s production of West Side Story!
Sadly, this is her fourth and final year as a member of Theatre 308. Past
productions include Dracula (Lucy Westphal), Beauty and the Beast
(Belle), Inherit the Wind (Harriet Esterbrook), Fiddler on the Roof
(Chorus), and Les Miserables (Chorus). She would like to thank the
amazing cast and crew for all their hard work. Enjoy the show!
Mary Elliott (Somewhere Soloist; Jet Girl)
Mary will be attending Muhlenberg College with a double major in Music
and Political Science. Her hobbies include fencing, collecting fossils, and
constantly being on the hunt for the infamous Sasquatch. She would like to
thank her devoted sidekick, known only as the alias Mr Otter, and her
stuffed animal Winston, who is the wisest sage of all. It has been great fun
for her participating in this show, and wishes her best to the cast and crew.
Keep it cool.
Dylan Gabriel (Snowboy)
Dylan Gabriel is so happy to be performing in West Side Story that he is
practically lactating. Dylan is tickled to be playing the role of Snowboy.
Previously, he has played a young british boy in Peter Pan, a sassy gay
brother in High School Musical 2, a shiny server of pie in Beauty and the
Beast, a gentlemanly ex-swindler in Music Man, and a deranged madman
in this fall's Dracula. He would like to thank his spirit animal, Zooey
Deschanel, for granting him the power of song and dance. Enjoy the show!
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Nicole Gutierrez (Maria)
Nicole is positively euphoric to be playing the part of Maria in West Side
Story! She has played a Latina bombshell once before, in High School
Musical, and was, most recently, the angsty, shrill vampire, Mina Grant, in
Dracula. She would like to thank her loved ones, dedicated fans, plethora
of cats and puppies, and the wonderful people in 308, all of whom have
made the past four years absolutely amazing for her. Break a leg!
Drew Hardin (Anxious)
Drew Hardin is tanfastically happy to be playing the role of Anxious. Drew
is a freshman, and this is his second Theater 308 show, but first time in the
cast. Drew has been in many other theater performances, including
summer MTW shows and Middlesex Middle School productions. Drew
would like to thank his family and friends. Drew anxiously hopes that
everyone enjoys the show! Shoutout to the TWEENZ!!
Matt Hayes (Moose)
Matthew is entirely jubilant to be in West Side Story! It’s his 308 debut,
but he has performed in numerous productions with several other
companies. In his spare time, he enjoys hobbies such as hunting for giraffes
in the moors of England (his native country), and taking part in amateur
Tetris tournaments. He’d like to thank the production staff, his family, and
his voice teacher Mrs. Amyotte. Enjoy the show!
Grayson Horan (Tiger)

Grayson is excited to be in this production of West Side Story. He will
be playing Tiger, a rugged yet passionate man who can be seen
throughout the play surrounded by his beautiful women. Though his
lines are limited to a few racial slurs and various onomatopoeias, his
dancing and acting skills mimic those seen on Broadway. In the "off
season" Grayson plays soccer, hockey, and rugby, and is a member of
Post 53. He would like to thank Katie for all of her help outside of
rehearsal, Kristina, the rest of the crew, and Katie again.
John Jonker (Toro)
John Jonker is completely exhilarated to be participating in West Side
Story. This is John’s first production with Theatre 308. John has
participated in other theatrical productions and programs including MTW
when he was much younger. John is playing the role of Toro a Shark boy.
John would like to thank all of the people involved in the production
including the cast, crew, Ms. Herman and Mr. Andrade.
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Max Kenyon (Diesel)

Max Kenyon is ecstatic to be in this production of West Side Story. Max
created this character, Diesel, as a guy who uses his size more than his
voice. Max would also like to thank the tech crew, the orchestra, the
teachers who made this possible, and anyone else he is forgetting.
Cal Kevordian (Indio)
Originally casted for the lead role, this congenial man graciously gave up
his part to let his fellow peers have the spotlight. Kevorkian is the modern
day Renaissance man. He is a scholar, captain of the Varsity tennis team,
can sing, can dance, and apparently can act too! His one line: “WOP!” can
be heard from miles away. What’s not to love? Is this man single? Ladies,
find out: 203-273-0715
Kevin Koenitzer (Tony)
Kevin is gung-ho to be playing Tony. Throughout his delicate, formative
teenage years Kevin has survived three shows, yet has also managed to be
murdered onstage thrice. It seems only fate is left to decide whether he will
survive the upcoming evening, possibly improving his record for a
whopping 4-3 triumph over the Grim Reaper or perishing violently in a
heroic attempt to do so. Thanks to Theater 308 and Nancy for making the
past 4 years unforgettable.
Abby Leinroth (Graziella)
Abby is jubilant to be a part of 308’s production of West Side Story.
Previously you may have seen her in Dracula (Ms. Sullivan), Beauty in the
Beast (Babette), Inherit the Wind (Ms. Bannister), The Curious Savage
(Ms. Willie), Dead Man Walking (Hope Percy), Fiddler on the Roof or Les
Miserables (Chorus). Abby would like to thank everyone who made this
show possible. Break a leg!
Kristen Misthopoulos (Rosalia)
Kristen Misthopoulos is pleased as punch to be cast as Rosalia in West Side
Story! She has been seen in past 308 shows such as Inherit the Wind and
Beauty and the Beast. At the middle school she was the Sour Kangaroo in
Suessical and many more! She wants to thank everyone especially her
Mum. Break a leg everyone!
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Reed Morgan (Action)
Reed Morgan is ἔκπαλτος [creative Ancient Greek synonym for “excited”]
to play the role of Action in West Side Story. In the past, Reed has played
an unstable statistician, a fiery conservative Jewish cleric, a fiery
conservative Christian cleric, a loving father, and a vampire hunter with
Theatre 308. He extends a warm thanks to the cast, crew, and faculty
advisors who have made this production possible! Break your fibulae!

Laura Powis (Shark Girl)
Laura is positively overjoyed to be playing the role of Shark Girl in this
spring’s musical West Side Story! Laura has been a member of Theatre 308
since her freshman year, participating in many musicals including Les
Miserables, Fiddler on the Roof, and Beauty and the Beast. Laura has
loved every minute of her 308 career and would like to thank the cast and
crew for a great show!

Katy Murphy (Shark Girl)
Katy Murphy is on the verge of defenestration in exalted exuberance at
being cast in West Side Story. You may have seen her in past 308 shows as
a vampire bride in this fall's drama Dracula. She would like to thank the
inventors of coffee, Tumblr, 7-way nail filers, twister, truth or dare, and
fancy hats. When not performing in fantastical theatrical productions she
can usually be found riding horses backwards while reciting poetry.

Lily Saffa (Francisca)

Cristina Noujaim (Consuela)
Cristina Noujaim is excited to be participating in her first Theatre 308
production. She has, in the past, been in multiple productions such as
Joseph and the Technicolor Dreamcoat, Willy Wonka, Charlie Brown,
High School Musical 2, and many more. She would like to thank her voice
teacher, her family, her friends, and the whole cast for supporting her
through this life-changing experience.
Christopher Perkowski (Nibbles)
Christopher is very excited to be one of the Sharks in this year’s production
of West Side Story. This is his second show in 308. Last year, he was a
villager/enchanted object in the production of Beauty and the Beast. In his
spare time, Christopher enjoys singing, reading, and hanging out with
friends. He would like to thank his family for their support as well as Ms.
Herman, Mr. Andrade, and the cast and crew for making this show
possible.
Doug Phipps (Bernardo)
Doug, a junior at DHS, is thrilled to be playing Bernardo in Theatre 308’s
production of West Side Story. Previously, he has acted in 308’s Fiddler on
the Roof, Inherit the Wind, and Beauty in the Beast. This past summer, he
performed in Curtain Call’s Summer Youth Production of Les
Miserables. Break a leg to the cast and crew!

Lily Saffa is as overcome with pleasure as a dirty hipster is when he sees a
jar of Nutella to be cast as Francisca in West Side Story. You may have
previously seen her on the 308 stage performing in Fiddler on the Roof,
Inherit the Wind, Beauty and the Beast, and Dracula. When not being a
sassy Puerto Rican she can be found party rocking with the Murphy clan.
She would like to thank the faculty, cast, and crew for making this such a
wonderful experience. Enjoy the show!
McKinley Stauffer (Velma)
When McKinley is not busy playing Maria’s understudy, she is either
running six miles or eating chocolate. Her favorite John Hughes movie is a
close tie between Pretty and Pink and Ferris Bueller’s Day Off. She will be
attending Brigham Young University in the fall, and if her acting career
does not work out then there is always the Federal Bureau of
Investigation… Break a leg 308!
Mike Stovall (Pepe)
Mike Stovall is a new actor joining Theatre 308. Many describe Stovall as a
spectacular whirlwind of singing, dancing, and acting who is a force to be
reckoned with. Spending countless hours working to embrace his role as
Pepe, Stovall’s day-to-day life is spent enthralled in acting. One could say
his home-away-from-home is DHS’s Little Theater. Many say he’s been
seen outside of the Little Theater only on rare occasions.
Addison Thalhamer (Riff)
After playing a golden spoon, a dumbstruck farmer, an emotional solicitor,
a pitchman, and a soldier in 308’s company, Addison is proud to portray
the vivacious gang-leader, Riff. He spends his free time with his 27 cats,
and would like to thank the cast, crew, and all students and faculty who
helped shape what he is confident will be a performance for the books. He
lied about the cats.
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Peter Traver (Big Deal)
This is Peter’s first time in the cast of a musical aside from being Papa
Mozart in Of Mice and Men in fourth grade. He is exuberant to be in the
cast of West Side Story. Peter’s past musical history does include multiple
appearances in the stage crew in the middle school including the
performances of The Wizard of Oz and Suessical the Musical.
Melanie Turner (Anybodys)
Melanie is thrilled to be playing Anybodys in West Side Story. Though it is
her first time performing with Theater 308, Melanie has appeared in other
venues, including the drama program at Middlesex, Annie and Annie
Warbucks at Curtain Call, and numerous camp productions. She thanks
her family, the amazing cast/crew, the production staff, and most of all her
Lord Jesus Christ. Phil. 4:13.
Abby Washer (Jet Girl)
Abby is thrilled to be part of Darien High School's production of West Side
Story! This is her first show with Theatre 308. She has been in multiple
other shows such as Willy Wonka, Seussical, and The Music Man. She
would like to thank her family, friends, and the rest of the cast for
supporting her through this crazy journey!
Kincade Webster (Baby John)
Kincade is thrilled to portray Baby John in West Side Story. This is his first
show and he couldn't have enjoyed the experience more. He would like to
thank the cast and crew for working hard to put on an amazing show. You
may know Kincade for some the most stunningly gorgeous and beautiful
eyes ever to grace this earth, despite the student body not recognizing him
for it.
Jackie Winsch (Shark Girl)
Jackie is overjoyed to be a Shark Girl in Theatre 308’s West Side Story. In
addition to numerous other performances, this is the third time she has
been privileged to share the stage with the talented students of 308, and
has loved every minute of it. Jackie would like to sincerely thank all who
have made the show a success, and congratulate her fellow cast mates for
putting on an amazing show!

West Side Story!!

Peter…
Break a leg!
You will always be a “Big Deal” to us
Love,
Mom, Dad, Amy, Jenny and Daniel

J-E-T-S
JETS, JETS, JETS

Break a leg Abby!
Love, Mom, Dad, Alex and Lily

