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DIRECTOR’S NOTE
Usually the Director’s Note is the spot reserved for an
introduction to the play or some pertinent background
information, but this time I want to invoke my prerogative as
the director, and instead use this space to offer a heartfelt
thank you and my sincere wishes for a wonderful retirement
to my dear friend and Theatre 308 business manager, Michael
O’Brien. Mike has been a devoted member of the 308 staff for
11 years now, and during his tenure he has both defined and
embraced the responsibilities of his position and, in so doing,
transformed and elevated many key aspects of the
organization. Of course his first responsibility has been to
ensure Theatre 308’s financial solvency and stability, but he
has done so much more than that. Mike has willingly overseen
308’s publicity, contractual agreements, program and poster
design and production, and house-management. He has
repeatedly organized and educated a cadre of students to write
articles, draw pictures, take photos, edit copy, sell ads and
water and flowers, and hand out programs while showing
patrons to their seats. Along with parent volunteer Susan
Elliott, he recently brought Theatre 308’s ticket sales into the
digital age by putting them online – and he has done all of it
with grace and dignity. Considering all of this, it is hard for me
to imagine going forward from here without Mike’s talents,
dedication and good humor.
I am sure that I speak for all of the students of Theatre
308, as well as the faculty staff, when I offer to you, Mike, my
congratulations, my gratitude, and my wishes for many
wonderful years of R and R. You have left us a legacy that will
serve us for years to come.
Much love

Nancy
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Nancy A. Herman (Director/Producer)
Ms. Herman has a BFA in Acting from the University of Connecticut
and an MA in Educational Theatre from NYU. She has been teaching
English and Theatre Arts for 34 years and has been the Director and
Advisor of Theatre 308 since 1980. During that time she has directed
over 50 student productions; served as President and Vice-President
of the Connecticut Drama Association; directed and served on the
Board of Directors for the Eastbound Theatre in Milford, Ct.;
directed Darien's summer school theatre program (MTW); created
and organized a DHS Theatre 308/Russian Student Theatre
Exchange Program, and been involved with numerous other
professional organizations and initiatives related to theatre and
education. She has been the recipient of the CEMA/SIRS Award for
Intellectual Freedom and the National Outstanding Teacher Award,
and last year was honored to receive the Connecticut Arts
Administrators Association Award for Outstanding Contributions in
Arts Advocacy. She is delighted to return as director of this
wonderful production of Beauty and the Beast, which features the
enormous and amazing talents of so many DHS students. Ms.
Herman would like to say a special thank you, not only to the many
308 students who have dedicated their efforts and energies both on
stage and off, but also to the fantastic staff which helped breathe life
into all aspects of the show. Thank you Jen, Lauren, Katie, Shmulik,
Dwayne, Chris, John, Alex, Lee, Mike, Jaclyn, Gabe, Dennis....our
students are very, very lucky to have you all working so hard on their
behalf! Thank you, too, to my beloved Olivia and my wonderful
Patrick for supporting and sustaining me. And to the audience thank you for coming and I hope you enjoy the show!

Alexander Speiser (Production Manager)
Alex is glad to return to Theatre 308 in his fifth year as an English
teacher at Darien High School. His Darien credits include Theatre
308’s Inherit the Wind, Fiddler on the Roof, The Curious Savage,
Les Miserables, Dead Man Walking, The Music Man, A
Midsummer Night’s Dream, Shenandoah, The Laramie Project,
and Into the Woods and the Musical Theater Workshop’s Annie,
Peter Pan, and High School Musical, and Bye Bye Birdie. In
college, he worked as a lighting designer, technical director, and
producer for the Rice University productions of Smash, Spike
Heels, Macbeth, Antigone, and Arcadia. In 2006 he made his
acting debut in Yale Cabaret’s production of the 1877 temperance
drama Don’t Marry A Drunkard to Reform Him. Alex thanks his
lovely wife for her endless support.

Lee Strecker (Master Carpenter)
Lee Strecker is a technology teacher and Department head at
DHS. In the past thirty years, he has done set construction for both
the middle school and high school productions. Lee’s love for
building and design is also practiced through his construction
business. The new production facilities were a catalyst for Streck to
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courses
order to bring
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Michael O'Brien (Business Manager)
Michael O'Brien is in his twelfth year of teaching mathematics at
Darien High School having previously spent an entire career in the
business world. His theatrical experiences are few but include stage
crew for local town productions of Sound of Music and West Side
Story. He enjoys the thespians, the crew and the entire Theatre
308 group of talented and wonderful people.

Jennifer Chirles (Stage Manager)
Jennifer Chirles is in her tenth year of teaching mathematics and
her first year in Darien. She is extremely excited to be a part of this
production. She was previously the assistant director of the fall
drama, Inherit the Wind. She taught in Levittown, NY and directed
All I Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten, and The
Man Who Came to Dinner. She has been involved in community
theater since 2002 as an actor, prop mistress, lighting assistant, set
painter, stage manager and assistant producer, favorite stage role
was as Florence in The Odd Couple (Female Version). She is
thoroughly enjoying her work with the talented students of Theatre
308. Thank you to the cast, crew, and staff for all of their hard work
to put on such a fantastic show!
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Chris Andrade (Music Director)
Mr. Andrade is glad (if a little surprised) to be returning to Theatre 308 to
assume vocal directing duties for Beauty and the Beast. A longtime actor,
Director/Producer Production Manager
director, musician and all-around theater geek, Mr. Andrade has directed
several
shows at
area high schoolsAlex
and currently
directs the Coastal
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Chordsmen men’s barbershop chorus. At DHS, Mr. Andrade teaches
choral music and music technology and plays keyboards with the faculty
rock Master
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worked on several
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Manager
as a vocal director, beginning with Footloose! in 2005 and most recently on
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Michael
Les Misérables
in 2009. Mr.
Andrade O’Brien
has also provided technical
assistance for both the musicals and dramatic productions, and even made
it onto the stage for a few small roles in The Laramie Project in 2006. Mr.
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to thank his very patientLighting
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and Collin
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for all the early
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did in preparing the music.

Kathryn Avery (Assistant Choreographer)
Kathryn Avery began her dance career at the age of twelve under
the training of Lauri MacLean at Jazzworx Dance Center. There she
fine-tuned her jazz, hip-hop, ballet and contemporary technique.
She is now working as a professional dancer in the commercial
industry. Her television credits include co-starring in Boardwalk
Empire's first and second seasons as a Ziegfeld Dancer, dancing
behind Kanye West on Saturday Night Live as well as digital shorts
with Katy Perry and Emma Stone, and has acted in two
commercials for Nintendo Wii. In live show she has performed for
Agent Provocateur during New York fashion week, Target's
"Kaleidoscopic Spectacular Event" and twice for the Victoria's
Secret Fashion Show. She is ecstatic to be a part of the
choreographic team for Darien High School's spring play.

Jonathan Grauer (Orchestra Conductor)
Jonathan
is in his
first year at Darien High School. He has
Orchestra
Set Grauer
Design
conducted eight musicals in his career including Beauty and the Beast in
Jaclyn
Sammis
2009.
He has been
teachingWhinnem
for eleven years in Connecticut including eight
years in New Milford and two years in Derby. His bands have performed
all throughout the country receiving excellent and superior ratings on a
consistent basis. He has enjoyed working with the DHS Pit Orchestra and
looks forward to an incredible show.

Lauren Di Stefano (Assistant Choreographer)
Lauren Di Stefano is in her first year of teaching mathematics at
Darien High School. She is extremely excited to be part of the
production of Beauty and the Beast. Throughout high school, she
participated in musicals including Children of Eden, The Mikado,
Cinderella, and Pippin and is excited to partake in the
choreography of Beauty and the Beast. Theatre 308 has been a
fantastic experience. Thanks to everyone who has helped to make
this show possible. With all the hard work, the magic of the show
has come to life.

LLSON & FRANKLIN LACEY

Shmulik Gov-Ari (Choreographer)
Shmulik Gov-Ari is one of the prolific choreographers of his time. A native
of Akko, Israel, he has created over 400 Israeli Folk Dances, many of which
became standards of the Israel Folk Dance repertoire. He has also created
countless stage choreographies for dance groups of different ages. Today,
Shmulik resides with his family in Greenwich, Connecticut and has been
hard at work creating and providing top notch educational movement
programs for all ages, as well as continuing to create new acclaimed
choreographies.

Will Doughty (Ensemble; Administrative Assistant)
Will is excited about Theatre 308’s production of Beauty and the
Beast. He has worked both on and off stage throughout high school.
Recently he stage managed Inherit the Wind and MTW’s High
School Musical 2. Last summer Will was the Stage Management
Apprentice for Shakespeare on the Sound’s production of Othello,
and will be returning to the company this summer for Much Ado
About Nothing. This is Will’s last show with Theatre 308, and he
plans to continue with theater production in college next year. A
special thanks to the entire faculty involved with this production.
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Brooke Davis (Set Designer; Sound Designer)
Brooke is thrilled to be working on yet another great Theatre 308 show.
Ever since a traumatic experience as a munchkin in The Wizard of Oz when
she was 9, Brooke has been a die-hard techie. Brooke is a junior and has
participated in all the 308 shows since her freshmen year including Les
Mis, The Curious Savage, and Fiddler on the Roof. In addition to being set
designer and sound designer, she has participated in set construction,
lighting crew, and running crew. Brooke would like to thank Mr. Strecker
for all his help and guidance.
Luke Hill (Set Head; Lighting)
Luke Hill is exuberant to be part of this production of Beauty and the
Beast. Luke is a Senior at DHS, and is very proud of both the set crew and
the actors for putting on such an amazing show. Much thanks to Mr.
Strecker, Dennis, and Ms. Herman for making this show what it is! Break a
leg everyone!
Emily Elliott (Belle)
Emily Elliott is positively elated to be playing the part of Belle in this year's
production of Beauty and the Beast! A junior, this will be her third year of
being involved in Theatre 308. Past productions include Inherit the Wind,
Fiddler on the Roof, Les Miserables, The Wizard of Oz, Annie, Peter Pan,
and Damn Yankees. In her spare time she enjoys hanging out with friends,
watching movies, and taking bubble baths! She would like to thank her
family for all of their patience and support. Enjoy the show!
Alex Rankine (Beast)
Alex is thrilled to be playing the Beast in Theatre 308's production of
Beauty and the Beast. He would like to thank the amazing cast and crew
for their hard work that made this show possible. This is Alex's eighth show
with Theatre 308, and he would like to thank his family, his friends, and
the teachers who have supported him and helped him grow over the past
four years. It has been a ride.
Jordan Washer (Gaston)
Jordan is ecstatic to be part of Theatre 308’s production of Beauty and the
Beast. He has only been doing theatre for a year now, acting as a bottle
dancer in Fiddler on the Roof last year as well as playing the role of 13 year
old Howard Blair in this year’s drama, Inherit the Wind. Jordan would like
to thank his family and friends for all their encouragement and hopes they
enjoy the show! Break a leg everyone!
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Robbie Florian (LeFou)
Robbie Florian has serious health risks as a result of his overwhelming
excitement and jubilation over playing LeFou in Beauty and the Beast.
Robbie's previous 308 roles include E.K. Hornbeck in Inherit the Wind,
Jeff in the Curious Savage, Fyedka in Fiddler on the Roof, and Marius in
Les Miserables. He is currently working on his second album comprised
entirely of Tuvan throat singing. He would like to thank Ms. Herman and
the entire cast and crew of the show.
Collin Shay (Cogsworth; Prologue dancer; Student Musical
Director)
Collin Shay is sad to see his friends leave.
Max Hanau (Lumiere)
Max Hanau is ebullient to be playing Lumiere in the Theater 308
production of Disney’s Beauty and the Beast. A member of 308 since
his freshman year, Max has performed in Music Man (ensemble), Dead
Man Walking (Luis Montoya/Gov. Fredericks), Les Miserable
(ensemble), The Curious Savage (Titus Savage), Fiddler on the Roof
(Constable), and Inherit the Wind (Judge). He would like to thank all
his friends who have been coming to see the shows every year to
support him, the casts of every show he has ever been in for being the
best group of people one can ever find in high school, his family for
helping me through it all, and most of all, his sister for the same reason
as always. Max couldn’t ask for a better way to end his time at DHS.
Let’s have an amazing show everyone!!!
Elizabeth Leimkuhler (Mrs. Potts)
Elizabeth Leimkuhler has always been a simple girl with modest dreams
and a big heart. When she was offered the role of Mrs. Potts this past
winter--my, oh my!--her heart started beating faster than a prairie dog in a
coyote's burrow. Throughout the past four years beneath Ms. Herman's
wing, Elizabeth has made the most delightful friends! She'll certainly
miss all of the laughter and frolicking with which she and her dainty ears
have been blessed with. She has played roles in A Midsummer Night's
Dream, The Music Man, Dead Man Walking, Les Miserables, The Curious
Savage, Fiddler on the Roof, and Inherit the Wind. What a wonderful run
it has been! She'd like to thank her mama and papa for their constant
support and she hopes the ranch won't be too lonely after she heads off into
the great, wide world.
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Abby Leinroth (Babette)
Abby is elated to be playing Babette in this year’s production of Beauty and
the Beast. Abby is a junior at DHS, and is the parent liaison of theatre
308. This is Abby’s sixth show as part of 308. Previously you may have
seen her as Mrs. Bannister in Inherit the Wind, Mrs. Willie in The Curious
Savage, Hope Percy in Dead Man Walking, or as a chorus member in Les
Miserables and Fiddler on the Roof. Abby would like to thank everyone
who made this show possible. Break a leg!

Misha Kushnir (D’Arque)
Misha is in a tizzy about participating in Beauty and the Beast! His
previous theater roles include Enjolras in Les Miserables and Tom
Davenport in Inherit the Wind. Outside of theater he enjoys playing guitar,
singing, skiing, scuba diving, and just relaxing and having a good time. He
would like to thank his parents, Ms. Herman, Dwayne Condon, Chris
Andrade and everyone who makes 308 what it is. Enjoy the show!

Marin Amyotte (Wardrobe)
Marin is on tenterhooks about playing the part of Madame De La Grande
Bouche (Wardrobe) in this year’s 308 musical. You may have previously
seen Marin in Damn Yankees, Peter Pan, The Music Man, a Midsummer
Night’s Dream, Dead Man Walking, Les Miserables, The Curious Savage
or most recently, Fiddler on the Roof. When she’s not on the stage with
Theatre 308 Marin sings, dances, teaches piano and also plays cello and
trombone. Above all, Marin enjoys jumping hurdles with her puppies and
talking to her friends’ mothers. Thanks to Ms. Herman and Theatre 308
for four phenomenal years as she parts with a heavy heart.
Alexandra Burke (Chip)
Alex is thrilled to be a part of Theatre 308’s production of Beauty and the
Beast. As a freshman, this is her first show at DHS. Outside of school, she
loves performing at summer theater camp. When not acting, Alex loves to
play volleyball. She would like to thank her family, friends, the cast and
crew, Ms. Herman, Stagedoor Manor (Cindy, Konnie and Barb), Melody
Libonati and everyone else for being so supportive!
Reed Morgan (Maurice)
Reed Morgan is grateful for the opportunity to be playing in the role of
Maurice this year. This is his fourth performance with Theatre 308,
previously acting in The Curious Savage (Hannibal), Fiddler on the Roof
(Mendel), and Inherit the Wind (Rev. Jeremiah Brown). Besides acting,
Reed sings with the Tudors, as well as taking lessons with Mrs.
Amyotte. He also runs track and cross country. He would like to thank the
entire cast and crew for all their hard work in getting to this point. Break a
leg guys!

Paris La Rock (Silly Girl)
Paris is best known for her skills as a professional hacky sack player.
However, you may also recognize her from past Theatre 308 shows such as
Fiddler on the Roof (Yente) and The Curious Savage (Lily Belle). This year
is her senior year at Darien High School, and Beauty and the Beast is her
last big production with Theatre 308. She will always be thankful for the
wonderful opportunities that 308 has given her, everything from being a
beat boxing fairy in A Midsummer Night’s Dream to directing a one act for
student productions. A special thanks to Ms. Herman, and congratulations
to the cast and crew!
Mary Elliott (Silly Girl)
Mary Elliott has had many good times involving laughter with Beauty and
the Beast. Mary is a seventeen year old junior who loves character bandaids, toll-house cookies, and anything purple. A few past productions
include: Les Mis, Inherit the Wind, Peter Pan, Annie, High School Musical,
and The Fiddler on the Roof, where she played the role of Hodel. She has
also performed 2 seasons with the Citywide Youth Opera in NYC. Good
luck to the cast and crew!
McKinley Stauffer (Silly Girl)
McKinley is ecstatic that she got to play a Silly Girl in Theatre 308’s
production of Beauty and the Beast. When she is not too busy being silly or
clinging to Gaston, she is teaching herself how to play the acoustic guitar,
enjoys running the Girls Track team, is a prominent member of the school
paper, and reads super clandestine spy novels. McKinley wishes that the
entire cast will “break a leg,” but she would like to give a special shout out
to Amelia and Brielle; she could not have done it without her two “big”
wingmen. Out of sincerity and obligation, McKinley would also like to
thank her parents for the five years of voice lessons and her siblings for
putting up with her evening performances in the shower. Though she is
unsure about whether or not she will make it out of her junior year alive,
McKinley does know that she will never regret being a part of 308.

Beauty and the Beast
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We are very proud of you Em!
Have FUN!
Break a leg!
To the
cast and crew of
Beauty and the Beast
We are so proud of you ALL!
Great job Theatre 308
HAVE FUN!

Break a leg Kristen!

We are so proud of you Mary!
Be silly
and
HAVE FUN!

A rose from your adoring fans…
Mom, Ryan, Kyle & Koda

“WAAAAAAHHHH!”

