
 
 

 

 

    

     

  

 

 

 

Theatre 308 presents… 

 

The Diary of Anne Frank 
 

A Play by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
Based upon “Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl”  

Newly Adapted by Wendy Kesselmen  

 
 

 
 

     Director    Producer 
      Gabriel Morrow            Christopher Andrade 
 
      Production Manager      Business Manager 
      Jennifer Chirles    Kathy Kenny 
 
      Master Carpenter    Lighting Designer             
      Lee Strecker        Christopher Grosek  

      
      Carpenter-At-Large 
      Rich Reynolds 

 
Adaptation originally produced on Broadway by David Stone, Amy 
Nederlander-Case, Jon b. Platt, Jujamcyn Theatre and Hal Luftig in 

association with Harriet Newman Leve and James D. Stern 
 
 

 
           

The Diary of Anne Frank is presented by special arrangement with 
Dramatists Play Service, Inc., New York 



 

Cast List 
 

Anne Frank……...…..………………..…………Katie Condren 

Otto Frank…………….………………………...…Reed Morgan 

Edith Frank…………...……….........………...Jackie Winsch 

Margot Frank……………………...…………..Melanie Turner 

Miep Gies………………..………………………………..Lily Saffa 

Peter Van Daan……………..……………………….Chris Hecq 

Mr. Kraler………....………..……………...………Doug Phipps 

Mrs. Van Daan……..………………...Kristen Misthopoulos 

Mr. Van Daan…….…………………………...…..Max Kenyon 

Mr. Dussel……………………………………………..Tom Wade 

First Man…………..…….……………………….….John Jonker 

Second Man…….…………………..…………....Dylan Gabriel 

Third Man…….…………………..……………....Daniel Traver 

 

THANK YOU! 
 

Theatre 308 thanks all the theater supporters  
that help make our productions possible.   

 
 

 
If you wish to donate to 308, please contact  

Jennifer Chirles,  Theatre 308’s Production Manager
( jchirles@darienps.org) 

 
 
 

 Theatre 308 thanks the following  
 for their very special support: 
  
 Mr. Andrew Rejan 
 Mr. James Farrell 
 Mr. Richard Allmann 
 Theatre 308 Parents 
 Mrs. Susan Elliott 
 Mrs. Pam Thalhamer 
 Mrs. Cathy Condren  
 Mrs. Françoise Koenitzer 
 The Wade Family 
 The Kenyon Family 
 Ms. Helen Seow 
 Ms. Linda O’Leary 
 Mr. Ivan Crowther 
 Miss Michaela Brady 
 D’Iorio Printing 
 The DHS administrative team 
 The DHS custodial staff  
 The DHS music department  
  

 
For more information, please visit us at  
http://DHSTheatre308.wordpress.com 

         There will be one fifteen minute intermission. 

Please turn off all cell phone, pagers,  

beepers and watch alarms. 
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DRAMATURGE NOTE 
 

 The Nazis became a prominent force in Germany 
following the Versailles Treaty of World War I. Soon after, 
Hitler rose to power within the Nazi Party. His goal was to 
secure a peaceful life for all by cleansing the world of 
those he saw unfit, such as the Jewish people. When he 
was appointed Chancellor of Germany in 1933, he was 
able to take over the German government and become 
dictator. He immediately began to limit the rights of the 
Jews through acts such as the Nuremburg Laws. In 1939, 
Hitler began to spread his power throughout the east. He 
set up concentration camps for those he deemed inferior. 
They quickly became extermination camps, killing over 12 
million people. The war ended in 1945, but its impact will 
never be forgotten. 
 Anne Frank was born on July twelfth in 1929 to 
parents Otto and Edith. They left Frankfurt, Germany in 
1933, and emigrated to Holland. Anne and her older 
sister, Margot, lived comfortably and happily until the 
Germans invaded Holland in 1940. Although there was 
not much change in their way of life, Otto began to plan 
for the worst. They were forced to put that plan in action, 
especially once Margot had been ordered to report for 
deportation. They moved into the “Secret Annex,” a small 
apartment above Otto’s workplace with the Van Pels (Van 
Daans*), and later Friedrich Pfeffer (Alfred Dussel*). 
 While living in the Secret Annex, Anne kept a diary 
of the events in her life. Her diary documented her change 
from childhood to adulthood, her exploration of her 
sexuality, her feelings about everyone in the Annex, and 
her fear of what lay ahead. Eventually, those fears came 
true. On August 4, 1944, the eight members of the Annex, 
as well as two of their helpers, were taken by the secret 
police. The families from the Annex were sent to the  

 

 
 
Westerbork Transit Camp, the first step of deportation. 
Once they reached Auschwitz, men and women were 
separated, never to see each other again. Mr. Van Daan was 
gassed in Auschwitz. Edith died in Auschwitz-Birkenau, 
after Margot, Anne, and Mrs. Van Daan were moved to 
Bergen-Belsen. It is unclear where Mrs. Van Daan died, but 
both Margot and Anne died in Bergen-Belsen at ages 
nineteen and fifteen, respectively. Peter died on the march 
from Auschwitz in the winter. Mr. Dussel died in 
Nuengamme. Only Otto Frank survived the ordeal. When he 
returned home after the war, a helper from the Annex, Miep 
Gies, presented him with Anne’s diary, which she had found 
when she searched the Annex. Eventually, Mr. Frank 
published the diary, never realizing how historically 
important it would become. 
 
 
 It is essential to remember when you watch this play 
that Anne Frank and her family were a real family living in a 
time of hardship. She was not fiction. People see Anne as a 
symbol, a figurehead for this time period, as if she is 
someone designed to be related to, so that people can see 
the world through her eyes. However, she was just a teenage 
girl. She could not have expected her diary to become such a 
piece of history. Still, it is comforting to know that she 
wanted to have the immortality of her life on paper. In her 
diary, she writes, “I want to go on living even after my 
death!” It is vital for her to never be forgotten. 

 
 
 

 Jessica De Rocco 
  

*Anne changed the names of some of the people after deciding that she would someday like to 
publish the diary.  The names in parenthesis are what they were changed to.  However, Otto 
Frank opted to keep the names of his family the same when he published the book. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ILLSON 
Story by MEREDITH WILLSON & FRANKLIN LACEY 

Biographies 
 
 
 
Gabriel Morrow (Director) 
Gabriel Morrow is thrilled to be returning to direct Theatre 308’s 
production of The Diary of Anne Frank after directing last 
year’s  production of Dracula.  This is Mr. Morrow’s third year teaching 
at DHS after teaching several years in the New York City public 
schools.  Before becoming a teacher, Mr. Morrow worked several years as 
a professional actor in regional theatre.  He was a resident company 
member of Stage One in Louisville, KY and performed at the historic 
Barter Theatre.   Mr. Morrow still performs on stage with local theatres 
and was recently seen in The Laramie Project and Sweet Bird of 
Youth.  Love always to Jenny, Claire and Lydia.   

 
 
 
Christopher Andrade (Producer) 
Christopher Andrade has been involved with DHS productions as a 
music director, technical consultant, and general odd job man since 
joining the Darien High School staff nine years ago, and now serves as 
the faculty advisor to Theatre 308.  Prior to his work here, Mr. Andrade 
directed several shows ranging from A Midsummer Night’s Dream to 
Man of La Mancha.  He teaches Concert Choir, Tudor Singers, Music 
Technology and Adaptive Music at DHS, and also directs the Coastal 
Chordsmen Men’s Barbershop Chorus, based in Trumbull.   Mr. Andrade 
extends his thanks and best wishes to Mr. Morrow, Mr. Strecker, and the 
rest of the 308 staff as well as to the wonderful cast and crew of this 
powerful show. 

 
 
 
Christopher Grosek (Lighting Designer) 
Christopher Grosek has been an independent lighting designer for over 
14 years. He has worked for many recording artists as their personal 
concert tour lighting designer, including The Used, Alice In Chains, 
Yellowcard, KC And The Sunshine Band, Gloria Gaynor, Belinda Carlisle, 
and Mario, among others.  He has also served as a technical and lighting 
designer for several high school productions including Arsenic and Old 
Lace and Rent. 

Biographies 
 
Jennifer Chirles (Production Manager) 
Jennifer Chirles is loving her crafty new role as Production 
Manager. In Theatre 308, she has held such roles as assistant 
director, stage manager, and  business manager.  Most recently she 
was assistant director of MTW’s Seussical Jr. Before coming to 
Darien, she taught on Long Island and directed All I Really Need to 
Know I Learned in Kindergarten, and The Man Who Came to 
Dinner. She has also been involved in community theater both on 
and off stage.  Her favorite stage role was as Florence in The Odd 
Couple (Female Version). She is proud of the cast, crew, and staff 
for all of their hard work to put on such a wonderful show!  
 
 
Kathy Kenny (Business Manager) 
Kathy Kenny is a math teacher at DHS.  She is pleased to make her 
debut in an active role in 308 after seeing so many great shows.  
Miss Kenny loves the cast and crew, her current students, former 
students, honorary students, and the taste of Pepto Bismol tablets.   
Much thanks to Jen Chirles and Susan Elliott for all their help.   
 
 
Lee Strecker (Master Carpenter) 
Lee is presently the Department Coordinator for the Technology 
and Engineering Education Department.  After 35 years of building 
stage sets, Lee admits that there hasn’t been a show he hasn’t 
looked forward to building. The enthusiasm of the students  
designing and  building their creations have really been an 
inspiration to him.  This has been a joy in his life. It will soon be 
time to pass his nailing apron on to a younger nail pounder and he 
will certainly miss you 308!  

 
Rich Reynolds (Carpenter-At-Large) 
Rich Reynolds is a British Conservative politician and statesman 
known for his leadership of the United Kingdom during the Second 
World War.  A great wartime leader, he served as Prime Minister 
twice (1940-45 and 1951-55).  A noted statesman and orator, 
Reynolds was also an officer in the British Army, a historian, a 
writer, and an artist.  He is the only British Prime Minister to have 
received the Nobel Prize in Literature, and was the first person to be 
made an Honorary Citizen of the United States. 
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Caroline Koenitzer (Stage Manager) 
Caroline is ecstatic to be stage managing The Diary of Anne Frank. 
Caroline is a junior and has been in theatre since the age of 6. She has 
been both on and off stage. Some of her most recent shows include West 
Side Story (costumes/crew), Beauty and the Beast (wolf), and Inherit 
the Wind (crew). Other interests include seven types of dance and voice 
lessons as well. Caroline is having a fantastic time as she discovers the 
ins and outs of stage managing and wishes the cast and crew a GREAT 
show! Congratulations to all and break a leg! 
 
 
Jessica DeRocco (Assistant Stage Manager/Dramaturge) 
Jessica is excited to be part of this year’s fall production. She is currently 
a sophomore at Darien High School. Her past experiences include doing 
sound for last year’s drama, Dracula, and being on running crew for the 
musical, West Side Story. She hopes everyone enjoys the show tonight!  
 
 
Will Steinthal (Sound Designer) 
Will Steinthal has been involved in Theatre 308 since his freshman year, 
where he fabulously portrayed the role of Running Crew Member #12 in 
Beauty and the Beast. Since then he has moved to Sound Head, much to 
his critics’ dismay. When he’s not involved with Theatre 308, he often 
ponders the mysteries of life, such as the origin of sound and who really 
stole the cookie from the cookie jar. He would like everybody who helped 
make this play possible. 
 
 

Caroline Wetterauw (Lighting Technician) 
Caroline is a junior and is incredibly exited to be the lighting technician 
for The Diary of Anne Frank. She was the Assistant Stage Manager for 
both Dracula and West Side Story, and worked on the props team in 
numerous other shows. This summer she operated the lighting for the 
MTW production of Seussical Jr. She wants to thank everyone in 308 for 
three great years, and looks forward to the shows to come. Good luck! 
 

Biographies 

 
 

Henry King (Lighting Technician) 
This is Henry’s third year in the stage and tech crews, and is 
planning to be here next year, barring any unfortunate 
circumstances. His past performances include amazing 
performances as “Henry King; Running Crew Member” and “Henry 
King; Set Builder”. He hopes that this year’s role continues to 
astound and amaze audiences everywhere. He wishes to thank the 
people of set crew and Theatre 308 for being so awesome.  
 
 
Kate Fitzmaurice (Set Designer/Set Head) 
Kate is tickled pink to be the set designer and set head for the 
wonderful production of The Diary of Anne Frank.  She has been 
involved in Theatre 308 since her freshmen year working on set 
crew. She has also been on running crew for West Side Story, 
Dracula, and Beauty and the Beast. Kate is delighted to be working 
with such an esteemed group of actors and wishes all the cast and 
crew the best of luck. 
 

 

Elsa Case (Set Designer/Set Head) 
Elsa is unbelievably ecstatic to be working on this production. Ever 
since her short-lived stage career ended during her sophomore year, 
Elsa has been working on sets in high school productions such as 
those in Beauty and the Beast, Inherit the Wind, and West Side 
Story. She is thrilled to have had the opportunity to design the set 
for The Diary of Anne Frank. Quitting soccer for Theatre 308 was 
among the better decisions she has made this year, and would like 
to thank all those involved in the production for their endless 
support and laughter. In addition, Elsa would like to thank her 
family for putting up with her various stages of stress, and for their 
saintly patience and suggestions that never once became 
patronizing. Enjoy the show! 
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Katie Condren (Anne Frank) 
Katie Condren is delighted to be playing Anne Frank in this year’s 308 
fall production of The Diary of Anne Frank. You may have seen her 
previously in the student production of After last June. She has had a 
wonderful time rehearsing, and hopes the viewers enjoy it as much as 
she has! Good luck to the cast and crew!  
 
 
Reed Morgan (Otto Frank) 
Reed Morgan is happy to be in this show. He loves 308. Reed likes Yale. 
Before, Reed played other parts in shows. He loves Indiana Jones very 
much. Love to Indiana. Indiana Jones is beautiful. Good luck to the cast 
and crew. YOLO.  
 
 
Jackie Winsch (Edith Frank) 
Words cannot describe Jackie's gratitude and excitement about being 
involved in 308's production of The Diary of Anne Frank. This is Jackie's 
fourth 308 show, and she has loved every second of her time with this 
amazing group. Previously, she has performed in Fiddler on the Roof, 
Beauty and the Beast, and West Side Story, along with many other 
shows. She is currently serving as President of Theatre 308. Thanks to 
Mr. Morrow for his fantastic directing (sometimes), and to the 
wonderful cast and crew for always brightening her day. Enjoy the show! 
 
 
Melanie Turner (Margot Frank)  
Melanie is thrilled to be returning with Theatre 308 to portray Margot in 
The Diary of Anne Frank. She most recently appeared as Anybodys in 
Theatre 308’s West Side Story, though in the past she has also 
performed with Middlesex Middle School and Curtain Call Theater. She 
thanks the cast, crew, faculty, her family, and most of all her Lord Jesus 
Christ who is forever faithful. Phil. 4:13.  
 
 
Lily Saffa (Miep Gies) 
Lily is euphoric to be playing the esteemed role of Miep Gies in this 
year’s production of The Diary of Anne Frank. You may have seen her in 
the previous Theatre 308 productions: West Side Story, Dracula, 
Beauty and the Beast, Inherit the Wind, and Fiddler on the Roof. This 
year, Lily is proud to be the Vice President of Theatre 308. She would 
like to thank Mr. Morrow for his excellent direction and the entirety of 
308 for working diligently through this crazy weather. Break a leg! 

Biographies 

 
Chris Hecq (Peter Van Daan)  
Chris is suspended in an emulsion of pure happiness that reminds 
him of the shores of Normandy and the smell of seagrass that brings 
a smile to his lips. One might say that he is titillated, overwhelmed, 
even, to a degree beyond human comprehension, by the 
opportunity to perform in this theatrical production of The Diary of 
Anne Frank. He extends his sincerest thanks to the gracious Mr. 
Morrow and hopes with all his tender heart that you enjoy  
the show. 
 
 
Doug Phipps (Mr. Kraler) 
Doug is titillated to play the role of Mr. Kraler in Theatre 308's 
presentation of The Diary of Anne Frank. He expresses thanks for 
all who have made 308 special; he's never gonna give it up, let it 
down, nor hurt it. 
 
 
Kristen Misthopoulos (Mrs. Van Daan) 
Kristen is absolutely thrilled to be in 308's fall production of The 
Diary of Anne Frank. Kristen will be playing the role of Petronella 
Van Daan. This part is both challenging and fun for her. She 
appreciates the level of professionalism  that Mr. Morrow works 
on.  Previously Kristen has studied at the Stella Adler Acting 
Conservatory as well as Michael Howard Acting Studios. Kristen's 
most recent part at DHS was the role of Rosalia in West Side Story. 
She would like to thank Mr. Morrow, the cast and crew, her lovely 
mother, and the audience for attending. Enjoy the show! 
 
 
Max Kenyon (Mr. Van Daan) 
Max Kenyon is happy (thank God, in a show like this) to be a part of 
The Diary of Anne Frank. He would like to thank whoever was 
insane, bold, and sad enough to choose this play. He is also liable to 
thank the director. He would also like to thank his fellow cast 
members. Just like his past shows Dracula and West Side Story: 
The Diary of Anne Frank just fits the bill of ‘sad’ and ‘depressing’. 
Despite all this, Max is a happy member of this play, and hopes you 
enjoy the play. 
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Tom Wade (Mr. Dussel)  
Tom Wade is an arcane adjective variation of excited, happy, ecstatic, 
joyous, completely stoked, and  bouncing-off-the-walls thrilled to be a 
part of the cast of The Diary of Anne Frank.  He has previously held 
extra roles in Curtain Call’s productions of A Comedy of Errors and 
Macbeth.  He also stared as Stepan in last year’s student production of 
Albert Camus’ Les Justes, and frequently performs stand-up 
comedy.  Tom would lastly like to thank Mr. Morrow and the entirety of 
the cast for this wonderful opportunity and all their exceptional hard 
work.  Break a leg, everyone!  
 
 
John Jonker (First Man) 
John Jonker is extremely elated to be participating in Theatre 308’s 
performance of The Diary of Anne Frank through the portrayal of the 
Nazi Officer. You may have seen him in 308’s past spring production of 
West Side Story as a Shark boy. 
 
 
Dylan Gabriel (Second Man) 
Dylan Gabriel is elated to be playing the role of the “Second Man”.   It is 
possible for you to have seen him as Snowboy the Jet in West Side Story, 
Renfield in Dracula, or as the fabulous Ryan Evans in High School 
Musical 2. To the cast and crew, break a leg!  
 
 
Daniel Traver (Third Man) 
Daniel Traver is positively chuffed to be the Third Man in Theatre 308's 
production of The Diary of Anne Frank. This is his first emergence in a 
theatrical production ever. He gives his many thanks to his elder 
fraternal sibling, Peter Traver, who inspired the young blossom to bloom 
finally. He thanks this mighty cast and crew and gives his best to the 
audience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out cast lists from previous shows at  
http://DHSTheatre308.wordpress.com 
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